








Investigation of Royal Palace Sites 

























Ceramics recovered from Krang Kor 
 
古都ウドンの光景 
Overview of Udong, an ancient capital 
 
 While the Khmer Empire reached a 
pinnacle of its prosperity in the 12th 
century, after that it followed a course of 
decline by the attack of Siam (Thai). 
Finally the imperial citadel of Angkor was 
abandoned in 1528, and then the capital 
was relocated to Lonveck in the north of 
Phnom Penh. By the further attack of 
Siam, Lonveck also fall in 1594 and the 
new capital was rebuilt at Udong in the 
west of Lonveck in 1623, which 
maintained the position of royal palace for 
next 250 years. The period of post- Angkor 
was a decline phase of the Khmer Empire 
on one hand, but it was a period of active 
interaction all over the Asian regions on 
the other hand; for example, a Japanese 
town was established at Ponhea Lueu near 
the royal palace and Kazufusa Morimoto, 
a Japanese pilgrim, visited to Angkor Wat 
in the period. 
  Nara Institute began the research 
project on the royal palace sites of Lonveck 
and Udong, in conjunction with the 
Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts in 
Cambodia, supported by the grant from 
the Agency for Cultural Affairs in Japan. 
In this November and December we 
conducted an archaeological investigation 
at a cremation site at Krang Kor, and 
recovered artifacts including ceramics 
from China and Thai and indigenous 
Khmer pottery. 
